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Vida McKenzie Community Center 

Guest Speakers at the Membership Meeting—May 8th 
Faye Stewart, Lane County Commissioner 

Darren Bucich, Fire Chief McKenzie Fire & Rescue 
Marge Estenson, McKenzie River Club/Vida McKenzie Community Center 

10 Years..  Lets Reflect A Little 

January 15, 2000 

Permission to reprint by Register-Guard  

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING MAY 8th 



BINGO NIGHT  -  2nd SATURDAY MONTHLY  -   Doors open 6:15pm—Games at 7:00pm 
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Nov 2000 2010 



ANNUAL CLEAN UP AROUND THE CENTER ON APRIL 24th STARTING AT 10AM 
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Then and now 

   In 1949 members of the McKenzie River Club were laying the stone 
work for the walls and framing in the door area.  The McKenzie River 
members were dedicated.  All the members chipped in and did what was 
necessary to get the job done, men and women alike.  A hardy lot they 
were as they  braved the weather to put together their building, note the 
snow on the ground.  
Trees were cut from the 
property and used for lum-
ber in the building.  What 
materials the members 
had, they used.  When 
they ran out of materials, 
the members did fundrais-
ing and went to merchants 

ready 
to pay 
f o r 
w h a t 
was needed.  They were never afraid to ask for a discount on the materials.  In the 
newspaper story from page one it mentioned the heating of the building using two 
55-gallon drums as pictured on the left.  This was the primary source of heat even 
after the fireplace was installed a few years later.  The “Club” members used the ole 
55-gallon drums for heat up to 1999 when the members and Bob Neilson Jr. had the 
forced air heater installed.  This is just a tid bit from the early days.  Come and lis-
ten to Marge Estenson tell the “rest of the story”.   

As you can see a lot of changes have occurred over the years.   The McKenzie River community can be 
thankful for the foresight of McKenzie River Club members Marge Estenson and Buck Carter when they 
saw the need to get the community involved in order to keep together what was started in the early 
1940’s.   



Want to rent the community center?  Give Linda a call at 822-3947 
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ANNUAL CLEAN UP- -April 24th 
  Spring clean up around the Center is just a few weeks away.  We’ll 
start close to 10am and come noon time hopefully we’ll have it all 
wrapped up and can sit down for at little lunch. 
   Last year we had a great bunch of members that worked really hard 
cutting, trimming  and hauling branches.   Over the years we’ve had Les 
Blum cutting tree branches while standing on the  roof.  That year we 
had to borrow a large trailer from Todd Olson.  As fast as Les cut them 
down,  Dick Barnes and Walt Wilson filled up the trailer.  Last year Linda 
Schaefers and a bunch of members 
hauled branches to a burn pile that 
Mike Schaefers kept the flames a 
blaze. 
   This year for the outside crew there 
are some branches to cut back again, 
a lot of branches to pick up that have 
fallen over the past winter, many 
leaves to rake and pick up, ivy to cut 
back, gutters to clean out and walk-
ways could use a good scrubbing/power washing. As you can see the list just goes on and on.  But 
the good part of all this is….. with each year the amount of clean up the Center needs seems to 
gets less and less thanks to the membership giving a few hours of their time.   
   While many of the members will be working diligently on the outside area of the Center, Dawn 
Neilson will have a crew working on the inside doing some spring cleaning.  If you are not an out-
side clean up person, come on down, Dawn could us some help on the inside.   
   Throw some tools in the ole vehicle, come and join other members and friends for a little light fun 
time and when’s its all over, the Center will provide lunch for everyone. We’ll have the coffee pot on. 

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP 
MEETING MAY 8th 

   President of the Center, Walter Wilson said, 
“We seem to hold the annual membership meet-
ing on the same day that so many different 
events are occurring around the McKenzie Val-
ley, it’s that or getting the Board to change the 
date.  It’s a big year for the Center.  The Center 
is going into it’s 10th year since the community 
took over and incorporated.”  He’s been asked 
to do a recap of the 10 years and has asked 
Marge Estenson to help out with some of the 
history of the McKenzie River Club leading up to 
“Club’s” members turning over the building to 
the community. Other guest speakers will in-
clude  Faye Stewart, Lane County Commissioner 
and Darren Bucich, McKenzie Fire Chief   

MEMBERSHIP DRIVE 
   By now you have already seen the member-
ship form and the attached mailing envelope.  
It’s that time of the year when the Center comes 
calling and asking for the community support 
with your membership.  The fundraising efforts 
of the Center has been well supported by the 
community.  This allows the Center to continue 
to provide funds to other organizations and for 
scholarships.  But the community membership 
plays a very important aspect of how the Center 
operates. 
   Other Community Centers and like organiza-
tions have increased their membership fees.  
The Board and Officers of the Community Cen-
ter have held fast and not raised the member-
ship dues for over seven years.  Please,  com-
plete the include form and drop it in the mail.  



  Help Prevent                                         
Crime 

 

     JOIN YOUR LOCAL  
    NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH 

 

Deerhorn area:    - - - - -  Peter Barnett— 896-3715 
Vida area:  - - - - -  -  Vern Blumhagen— 896-3814 
McKenzie Bridge:  - - - - Frank Geiger— 822-3543 

 

Sponsored by:   Twin Rivers Transportation 
Kimm & Bill Esser,  Owners 
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Your business card printed here for a donation of $10.00 per issue or pay for a year in advance for only $35.00. 

Send your card and payment to: VMCC, PO Box 163, Vida, Oregon 97488 

McKenzie Valley  
Pump  

Installations  -  Service & Repair 

896-0453 

  

McKenzie 

River  

Yoga  
 

Tuesday Evenings 6:30pm 

Seeking Students and Teachers 
Vida Community Center—Information  541 913-9424 

 

 

Emergency Service 7 Days A Week 

 MP 24,  McKenzie Highway  896-0017 

  

 

Rust Removal 
Bead Blasting 

Auto , Machine Parts, etc. 

Up to 5 feet in length 

The old, old car guy 

Rob Frazier motorsports 
896-3001        cell 626 233-4733 
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Your business card printed here helps fund this newsletter.  A donation of $10.00 per issue or pay for a year in advance for only $35.00. 

Send your card and payment to: VMCC, PO Box 163, Vida, Oregon 97488 

BOARD DIRECTORS 

 
Vern Blumhagen 896-3814     Linda Schaefers  822-3947 

Faith Bokros       896-9435     Kathleen Shelley 896-3210 
Becky Holmes    988-3838      Pat Sherfield      988-9735 
Dawn Neilsen     896-3036      Hal Stein           896-3696 

Laura Olson       896-3298      Walter W Wilson 896-0153 
 
 

RENTAL COORDINATOR 
Linda Schaefers 822-3947 

VIDA McKENZIE  
COMMUNITY CENTER 

 

OFFICERS 
PRESIDENT:              Walter W Wilson  896-0153 
VICE PRESIDENT:      Dawn Neilsen      896-3036 
TREASURER:    Vern Blumhagen  896-3814                                         
SECRETARY:              Laura Olson        896-3298 

 

 

                                                                                               

 

Sew and So’s 
 

Quilt and Needle Crafters of the 

McKenzie Valley.  Meets noon to 4pm 
the first Monday of every month at the 

Vida Community Center.   
Call Pat at 896-0199 for info.  

 

 

 
 
 

Vida Community Center 
2nd Saturday Monthly 

Doors open at 6:15—Games begin at 7pm 
We got the best snack bar on the river. 

 

“Where friends and families meet for a fun time” 
Need a place for a large family gathering? 

Best
 re

ntal r
ates

 on
 

the r
ive

r 

For rental information call 541 822-3947 

LATE BLOOMERS  

GARDEN CLUB 

                                   

                    Doug Bales 

                  Vice President—Investments 

 
 

 

        wachovia securities 

 

   Wachovia Securities, LLC 

  975 Oak Street, Suite 975 

  Eugene, OR 97401 

 
 
 

 

Vida McKenzie Community Center 

 

 

Meets 3rd Thursday Monthly 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fishing & Scenic River Trips 
 

Oregon, Idaho 
 

Steve Schaefers 
 

Guide and Outfitter 
P.O. Box 34 

Vida, Oregon 97488 

541 (896-3789) 

Cell 541 (915-8656) 

E-Mail sgsfish@aol.com 

 

 

Information—746-9020 

 


