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CONTINUTY OF LEADERSHIP
CONTINUES

Much can be said about the saying, “If it's not
broke, don't try to fix it”. As the members in
attendance at the May 5th annual membership
meeting listened to President Walter Wilson
speak about the accomplishments the Officers
and Board Members achieved over the past
years they must have been impressed. When it
came time to accept nominations from the floor
for the election of new Officers and Board Mem-
bers none were offered. It was agreed by all
present that the current leadership should re-
main in office and continue the outstanding
leadership for the next year. And with that,
the leadership is set for another year.

President: Walter W. Wilson

Vice President: Dawn Neilson

Treasurer: Vern Blumhagen

Secretary: Laura Olson

Board Member: Faith Bokros

Board Member: Becky Holmes

Board Member: Linda Schaefers

Board Member: Pat Sherfield

Board Member: Kathleen Shelley

Board Member: Hal Stein

Board Member: Carol Zaharias

The Officers are also included as Board Mem-
bers.

AARP SAFE DRIVING CLASS

On July 16th and 18th Bob Schumacher will conduct
an AARP safe Drive class at the Vida Community
Center. This is a two day event starting at 12:30pm
each day. Attendance is required both days to com-
plete the course. This is an excellent class for all
ages. Bob is very good at explaining the new rules
of the road and answering questions about driving.

Call Laura at 541-896-3298 or Sue at 541-896-3298
for pre-registration.

MEMBERSHIP DRIVE

It's that time again. You'll find the membership form on page 8. Help support your Center
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Walter Wilson
VMCC President

On May 5th we held the annual
membership meeting. It was a lively
meeting with everyone joining in with
bits of information and ideas on the

operation of the Center. Most everyone seems
pleased with the direction the Center has taken
over the years and how the Center has progressed
since it incorporated from the McKenzie River Club
to the Vida McKenzie Community Center in the year
2000.

While the first years were a little shaky and al-
most overwhelming to the leaders, we pushed for-
ward and I can say that I have been very happy to
be part of the organization and leadership. Even
with the insecure beginning, we have had a very
successful 12 years. I've had a long and enjoyable
run as your President. I appreciate your confidence
in, once again, electing me as your Community
Center President. I thank the membership for the
support in providing me with members that have
some of the same goals I have for the Center. The
reelection of the current slate of Officers and Board
Members insures the direction of your Center will
continue to move forward.

At the membership meeting I mentioned a few of
some of the major accomplishments we have been
able to complete over the years. I was asked to list
in our newsletter some of them. As I look back and
review the list it is impressive what we have been
able to do in a short period of time. I believe the
enhancements we have been able to accomplish at
the Center has encouraged the community to ac-
cept and want to be involved, which has allowed us
to achieve some secure success. Financially set,
we are not. We are able to pay our ever increasing
bills. We are able to make a few improvements to
the Center and we are able to donate some of our
fundraising money to scholarships and organiza-
tions in need of support. The annual Christmas Ba-
zaar and Bingo are our only fundraisers. These two
events provides the majority of our funds in which
we operate the Center.

Our Center continues to be a focal point in the
valley. The rental (126 last year) continues to in-
crease each year. We have several organization

that use the Center on a monthly basis: Neighbor-
hood Watch, Sew and So’s craft group, Bunco, Late
Bloomers Garden Club, AARP Driver Safety Pro-
gram, McKenzie River Lions, Bob Welch holds an
annual writers workshop and the Yoga group meets
every Tuesday.

Many exterior changes have occurred over the
years thanks to the support of the community and

membership. With the help from the “Hass” family
(Gardner, Tobin, Short) members, the dirt patio out
back and walkways around the building were turned
into concrete, the low hanging (almost hit your
head) entrance was turned into a very nice dormer
entrance. Todd and April Olson Painting and Con-
struction Co. gave the outside and inside a much
needed fresh coat of paint. Of course, many mem-
bers of the Center had a helping hand in completing
all the projects through-out the years. The list of
names is long and almost covers the whole mem-
bership list.

A little history through the years: Before the year
2000 rolled around many member of the McKenzie
River Club were thinking about the survival of the
“Club” and what would become of the club house.
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We have Marge Estenson and Buck Carter (both
passed) were the major movers and shakers in get-
ting the community involved.

Some highlights of the years.
2000—the beginning: The first Officers: Bob
Neilsen Jr.-President, Dawn Neilsen-Vide President,
Joyce Brooks-Secretary and Marge Estenson-
Treasurer. Board Officers included: Nadine Scott,
Vern and Marilynn Blumhagen, Laura Olson, Janie
Scofield, Bill and Kimm Esser. The process of
forming a corporation began. By-Laws were written
and approved on Oct. 28, 2000. Membership dues
were set at $5.00 per year.
2001-the above group continued leadership. This
group identified many needs: They needed income
to pay bills, and they needed members and the
support of the community. They needed to become
a Non-Profit 501(c3) organization. They begin to
identify many upgrades to the Center: Electrical,
floors, restrooms, windows and window coverings,
painting interior and exterior. The upgrade fund
totaled $570.00.

During the 2nd year the president of the Center,
Bob Neilsen Jr. stepped down due to illness. Walter
Wilson was elected president in May 2002.

2002

o Sent out first quarterly newsletter

o Requested help from the membership with ma-
jor projects: Needed painters carpenters,
plumbers, electricians, etc.

o Todd Olson-Olson Construction and Painting re-
sponded and with the help of many members,
painted the interior of the Center

o Worked continued on 501(c3)

2003

o Received 501(c3) status from IRS

» First Bingo game held on Saturday August Sth

« Millie Hass donated two U of O Civil War foot-
balls tickets for a fundraiser

o First Christmas Bazaar, held at the Leaburg
Community Center

2004

o First Tai Chi Classes

» First AARP 55 Alive Safe Driving Class

« Exterior of Center painted by Todd and April Ol-
son

» Electrical Upgrade

Windows Upgrade

» Bingo continue to be a big hit with community

e 2nd Annual Christmas Bazaar at the Leaburg
Community Center

e $7,000 in bank, until property tax, insurance,
electrical and window upgrade and building
maintenance came due.

« Raffle Baskets (fundraiser) started at Bingo
games

« Millie Hass donated two U of O Civil War foot-
balls tickets for a fundraiser

« Major donations received from Faye and Lucille
Stewart Foundation and Jerry’s Home Improve-
ment

2005

o Property Tax Exemption received from County

» Refinished floors

o McKenzie Gutter donated gutters for building

« First donations to community projects and or-
ganizations

o First scholarship award went to Kyle Sherman

o Donations received from Ike's Pizza, EWEB,
Roseboro Lumber, Vern and Marilynn Blumha-
gen for new tables and table cart.

e Purchased lighted Bingo board with donations
from the Bob Neilsen Jr. memorial fund

e 3rd Annual Christmas Bazaar moved to Walter-
ville Grange

o Dues increased to $10.00 per year

2006

o Asked membership to sponsor new chairs

o Poured concrete deck/patio out back and in-
creased the size of the entrance pad

« First annual “Special Night” of Bingo in August
as a thank you to the community for support

o Center on KMTR TV news with “I Dare Dave to
Play Bingo”, with local newsman Dave Wenda

o First Business Card Ads (Dick Barnes-Seneca
Wholesale Co. and Jim Canfield-Real Estate)
appeared in VMCC newsletter

o 4th Annual Christmas Bazaar

2007

o New Chairs arrived

o Name tags for chairs donated by Awards Ser-
vice of Lynnwood WA thanks to Dick and Ber-
nadette Barnes

 Attic Insulated

Want to rent the community center? Give Linda a call at 822-3947
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o Dormer style entrance roof designed and built
by Ron Short and members of the Center

o Members worked Cycle Oregon and they donat-
ed $1001.55 to the Center

» Started adding lighting to outside of building

» Concrete walk completed around side of building

e Purchased new propane tank and moved it to

the east side of building

Donated freezer to Meals on Wheels-Leaburg

5th Annual Christmas Bazaar

2008

Re-graveled parking lot

Installed energy efficient overhead lighting fix-

tures

o Purchased Hot Dog cooker with funds from Al
Plath’s memorial fund

e Purchased highways sign for Vida-McKenzie
Neighborhood Watch

o Late Bloomers Garden Club took over flower bed

enhancement

New Window Shades

Weekly YOGA classed began

Monthly Bingo continues to be a success

6th Annual Christmas Bazaar

2009

o Rental of Center continues to increase

« Bingo night continues to be a good fundraiser

» Started a special Progressive Bingo Game, first
payout was $155.00

o Increased donations to scholarship and organi-
zations

e 7th Annual Christmas Bazaar

2010

» Insulated and added shelving to shed building

o Center rentals continues to increase

e Membership continues to increase

o Increased donations to scholarship and organi-
zations

« 8th Annual Christmas Bazaar huge success with
community

2011

» Installed new snack bar counter and granite top

« Installed new kitchen water faucet

» Installed pilling to support restroom portion of
the building

o Increased donations to scholarship and organi-
zations

o Center was rented 126 times during the year

o Membership continued to increase

» Added additional storage building

2012—So far.

o Well water tested very good.

« Donation of $50.00 a month to Bingo for extra
prizes by Kimm Esser, Financial Representative
with Country Financial in Eugene

o Repaired major water damage flooring in men’s
restroom, re-tiled and painted room

That leads us to what projects are on the table for

discussion:

o Interior wall insulation saving on winter heating

« Enhance speaker sound system

o Complete outside lighting on building and new
storage building

o Build a website for the Community Center

» Increase the donations for scholarships

I want to thank several members that helps keep
our Center running on a monthly basis:

VERN BLUMHAGEN: Vern as Treasurer of the Cen-
ter provides an excellent accounting of our funds.
A lot of projects have been accomplished around
the Center because Vern has had his hand on
them.

LINDA SCHAEFERS: Linda is the Center interface
with the general public. She receives most all the
telephone calls regarding the Center.

MICHAEL SCHAEFERS: Michael has take on the
responsibility of setting up the Center for Bingo.
SUE ALA & SANDY WRIGHT: They have taken on
the task of running the snack bar operations for
the Christmas Bazaar.

PAT SHERFIELD: Pat coordinates the members
who operate the bingo snack bar and the making
of the monthly raffle baskets. If you would like to
assist with this function, please call Pat at 541 988-
9735.

ANDREA CUNNINGHAM: Andrea has taken on the
handling of welcoming the bingo players and mon-
ey taking each month.

ALL CENTER MEMBERSHIP: Thank you for your
continued support and to the McKenzie Valley resi-
dents, thanks for your support.

Want to rent the community center? Give Linda a call at 822-3947
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WATER DAMAGED FLOOR

If you can turn a bad thing into a good thing
that's what Hal Stein and Walter Wilson did to
the men’s restroom water damaged floor. The
wood underlay had been damaged by water and
several layers had to be removed and replaced.
As you can guess, reworking old floors and
walls is no fun when different layers were put
together to make a floor.

But rip out, rebuild, level, retile they did. An
so we went from something like the picture be-
low, to a lot of hands and knees work, chipping
out old tile, a run to Jerry’s for supplies and of
course a job would not be complete without a
trip to Vida Market for additional plumbing sup-
plies to match up old parts with new.

I don’t know how he did it, but on a day that
Walt could not be there to help, Hal talked his
wife, Sharon into coming to the Center to help
layout, cut and place the new floor. Thanks Sha-
ron. After a fresh coat of paint it's a good look-
ing room for a “men’s restroom”.

NEWSLETTER AVAILABLE VIA EMAIL
Several members have asked if this newsletter could be sent to them via the email. Many mem-
bers now have the high speed Internet connection that allows for faster down loading of products
like this newsletter. If you would like to give it a try, send an email to: walterlww@aol.com.
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SPRING CLEANUP AT THE CENTER

We had a lot of laughs, got some work done, enjoyed
a good lunch and hauled off a trailer full of trash and
clippings. Hauling off the days work was made easier
thanks to Guy Harshbarger bringing over his dump trail-
er. The parking lot was full of cars and community cen-
ter members were working at picking up anything that
move on the outside while the inside got a good wash
down. Before long the lunch bell was ringing and we
sat down to a variety of lunch meats, cheese, salad, chili,
hotdogs and some delicious cookies.

Helpers included: Hal and Sharon Stein, Dawn
Neilsen, Pat Sherfield, Mike and Faith Bokros, Sue Ala,
Sandy Wright, Emily Wilham and her son Griffin, Gerry
Aster, Walt and Joyce Wilson, Linda Schaefers. Jim Sherfield
came by a few days later and power washed all the concrete

BINGO NIGHT - 2nd SATURDAY MONTHLY - Doors open 6:15pm—Games at 7:00pm
“we've got best food, desserts, good coffee, cold drinks, great friends and games in the valley”
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Help Prevent
| Crime
JOIN YOUR LOCAL
NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH
Deerhorn area: ----- Peter Barnett— 896-3715
Vida area: ----- - Vern Blumhagen— 896-3814
McKenzie Bridge: - - - - Frank Geiger— 822-3543

Installations - Service & Repair

896-0453

Bob Welch

Award-winning author/Speaker/Teacher

Books: Pebble in the Water, American
Nightingale, Easy Company Soldier,

My Oregon and eight others.

Speaking: Making a difference in the world.
Teaching: Beachside Writers Workshop.
More information: www.bobwelch.net
Contact: infor@bobwelch.net/541-517-3936
P.O. Box 70785 Eugene, OR 97401

Words of heart. Humor. And hope.

McKenzie River

Yoga

Tuesday Evenings 5:30pm
All Ages Welcome — Beginner to Master
Vida Community Center — Information 541 896-3009

Keep in touch - with the Valley’s newspaper
ver Reflections
59059 Old McKenzie Hwy.

McKenzie Bridge, OR 97413
822-3358 * rivref@aol.com

Have it deivered
for only $22/yr

46725 Goodpasture Road, Vida, OR 97488
541.896.3613
www.wayfarerresort.com info@wayfarerresort.com

Your business card printed here for a donation of $10.00 per issue or pay for a year in advance for only $35.00.
Send your card and payment to: VMCC, PO Box 163, Vida, Oregon 97488
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Need a place for a large family gathering?

o
o
o

Vida McKenzie Community Center
For rental information call 541 822-3947

o

Kathy Whitson

Artist
Oil & Acrylic

Painting’s Cleaned

Sew and Sa’s

Quilt and Needle Crafters of the McKen-
zie Valley. Meets noon to 4pm the first
Monday of every month at the Vida
Community Center.

Call Pat at 896-0199 for info.

VIDA McKENZIE

COMMUNITY CENTER
OFFICERS
PRESIDENT: Walter W Wilson 896-0153
VICE PRESIDENT: Dawn Neilsen 896-3036
TREASURER: Vern Blumhagen 896-3814
SECRETARY: Laura Olson 896-3298

Long-Arm Machine Quilting
Overall Pantographs to Custom Designs

Phone: 541-896-3033
E-mail: riversedgequilting@msn.com

Fishing & Scenic River Trips
Oregon, Idaho

Steve Schaefers

Guide and Outfitter
P.O. Box 34
Vida, Oregon 97488
541 (896-3789)
Cell 541 (915-8656)
E-Mail sgsfish@aol.com

HELP WANTED

Person to do general cleaning of the
Community Center.
Good Hours - Day or Night
Wonderful Working Location
Excellent Organization

Call Walt 541.896.0153 for info

Your business card printed here helps fund this newsletter. A donation of $10.00 per issue or pay for a year in advance for only $35.00.
Send your card and payment to: VMCC, PO Box 163, Vida, Oregon 97488




THE "CENTER"” IS LOOKING FOR SOME HELP

We could use a few more helpers on Bingo Night helping out in the snack bar, setting up and serv-
ing. Want to help? Give Pat Sherfield a call at 541 988-9735.

We also could use several more Bingo Callers. Give Walt a call at 541 896-0153

MEMBERSHIP DRIVE

Thanks for being a friend of the Vida McKenzie Community Center. It is that time of the year that we ask the
community to continue their support of the Center. If you have not sent in your membership dues, please take a
moment, print out this page and sent it to us. Your membership is greatly appreciated.

Thank you,
Walter W. Wikson

MEMBERSHIP FORM 2012

Name

Spouse Name

Address

City State Zip

Telephone Email

Household due at $10.00 per year and these dues are good until May 2013
Any amount received over $10.00 will go toward the building fund

VIDA McKENZIE COMMUNITY CENTER

Membership Dues ___ @ $10.00
Upgrade Fund

. T-shirts and Sweatshirts come
T-Shirts......(size in: Small, Medium, Large,

Sweatshirts...(size @ $14.00 = XLarge, XXLarge.

Business Card Advertisement Printed Quarterly Please indicadte the size when
Printed in One Issue @ $10.00 = ordering.

Four Issue Special @ $35.00 =

Please include your business card.

Please make check payable to: VMCC, P.O. Box 163, Vida, Oregon 97488




	River's Edge Quilting
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